
Canvas Life Groups: TALK IT OVER 

 
 

HOST HELPS 
 
Week #7  Message Title: Did You Hear That?  
 
Preparing to Lead Your Group   
 

Pray:  
● Thank God for the people you get to share life with. Ask for God’s wisdom and                

discernment, Invite Jesus to lead tonight’s group and that you will be His instrument to               
lead the group.  

  
Enhancing Your Group Time:  
● Talk It Over, remember you don’t have to complete all the questions, just pick the               

ones that make sense to you and work well with the people in your group. (See James                 
1:5-6) 

● Speak words of affirmation, What you appreciate about the group. (See Hebrews            
10:24-25) 

● Moving Us Forward: Encourage your group to share through the lens of moving forward.               
Past experiences are means to propel us forward towards healthy God honoring lives.             
Instead of sharing what you have done in the past, express what you will do               
moving forward. (See Phil. 3:13) 

● Application, encourage your group to be specific on how they will live out what they are                
learning. Best example of believing is obeying what God is saying. To believe is a verb, it                 
must show action. (See 1 John 2:4-6) 

 

Being a Better Leader:  
● Share “Wins”&“Word” weekly! This can be a powerful time of worship for your group as               

you declare what God is teaching you and doing in and through you. (See Psalm 103)  
● Let’s Continue! You really like these people, you pray for them and love on them. Keep                

meeting, the next series on Life Leadership will be amazing.  
● Doing Life together: Go to coffee, share a meal or a hike during the week with a couple                  

of people from the group. 
● Loving others together: Pray about and plan who you can bless as a group. Who do                

you know needs the love of God expressed through His people. (A co-worker, neighbor,              
family member in need) 

● Better Together: Encourage your group to attend a gathering or serve together.  
● Show the video message  to a friend: https://Canvas.church/dysfunction 
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Week #7 Did You Hear That?  
Communicator: Kevin Geer 
Big idea of the message: Experiencing the Power of Listening 

 
Central text/s: James 1:19; John 10:27 
 
Wins and Words of the Week: Take time to share Wins, what God did, and Word, what                 
God shared with you from His word that moved you forward and closer to Jesus. 
 

Ice Breaker: When in nature, describe some of your favorite sounds. 
 
Gather questions are more God (Upward) focused, moving us closer to 
Jesus 
 

1. Read James 1:19. How does God encourage us to relate to each other in functional ways?                
What are some results of not paying attention to James 1:19? 

2. Read Proverbs 2:1-2. How do you recognize wisdom around you? Who has a wise voice in                
your life?  How do you tune your ears to hear wisdom? 

3. Read John 10:4-5 What helps you recognize the voice of God in your life? What hinders you                 
from seeking to hear the voice of God in your life? 

4. Kevin said, “The art of listening can change dysfunction.” How does the content of James 1:19 
speak to this?  

5. Proverbs 18:13 says “Spouting off before listening to the facts is both shameful and foolish.” 
Everyone can relate to this statement. What wisdom is to be gleaned from letting this verse stick 
in, especially in regards to spouses, children and coworkers? 
 

Grow questions are more “one another” (Inward) focused, moving us 
closer to each other 

6. What helps you to listen to those who may not agree with you? How intentionally do you tune                  
to ‘other stations?’ 

7. What makes listening so powerful? What are your listening distractions. (Phone, T.V., a racing              
mind, a busy schedule)? 

8. What does listening with concentration look like in your life? Which is a strength for               
you--listening with intent, focussing on the speaker, or communicating positively with body            
language?  Which could use some work or attention? 

9. Who are the truth tellers in your life? Do you have trusted people who will share the hard things 
with you? Who can you lean into that is more experienced in marriage, parenting, or other 
goals?  

10.John 10:27 discusses knowing the shepherd’s voice. How are you tuning your heart to hear 
more of what God is speaking to you? 
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11.Living with unrepentant sin is like plugging your ears when God wants to speak to you. Are 
there things you need to confess to God or a trusted friend, so you can begin to heal what is 
broken and hear more from God? (See James 5:16) 

 
Go! questions are more missional and applicable (Outward) focused,  
moving us closer to our unsaved world 

12.Who will you share the gift of listening and a killer of dysfunction with this week?  
13.  This week as you 1.Listen with intent, 2. Focus on what is being said, and 3. Take action to 

what we hear, how will you anticipate healthier interactions? Which of these three areas are you 
doing well at, and which could use improvement?  

14.James 1:22 ‘Don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says.” This week, read, listen 
and apply this message in action. Practice active listening to others. Listening is a gift you can 
give those in your circle this week, who will you give this gift to? 

 
Application: “Putting Feet on our Faith”  
● What specific steps will I/We take to live out what we just discussed?  
● Who can we share this message or truth with? What is their name? 
● Who are you praying for to know Jesus? What is their name? 
● Who will I partner with to keep me accountable so I/We can grow?  
 
 
Week #7 Daily Reading: Proverbs https://Canvas.church/dysfunction 

1. James 1:19; John 10:1-30 
2. Proverbs 24 
3. Proverbs 25 
4. Proverbs 26 
5. Proverbs 27 

 
Group Prayer Time:  
● Ask if anyone has a need or knows of a need, you can also offer “unspoken” prayer requests.  
● Subgroup: Groups of two or three (by gender) and share your week together. Pray together and for                 

each other. Send them a text, or leave a message letting them know you have prayed for them this                   
week.  

 
 

https://canvas.church/dysfunction

