
WHAT SHOULD WE STUDY NEXT? 
 
The question that we get asked the most from our Life Group leaders is, “What should 
we study next?” 
 

The answer is not as simple as it may seem.  Many just wait until the church suggests 
what to study next instead of taking the time to seek and hear from the Lord for the 
group. Actually a better question is “What has God been saying to our group? And or 
“what central theme or topics keep popping up in our discussions?”  We often select 
study material that interests us. There is nothing wrong with that, but a better approach 
would be to see what God is saying to you, the leader, and to your group. The impact of 
selecting study material based on interests tends to last as long as the interest does. 
Groups stop meeting when they run out of topics instead of addressing what God is 
trying to produce in the group. A study about when Jesus is coming back is very 
interesting, but fails to penetrate, heal and restore the lives in a group whose marriages 
are failing, who struggle financially, who rarely pray for others or infrequently read their 
bibles.  
 

To help you discern what God is saying to your group and what you as a group should 
study next, answer the following questions: 
 

1. What are the themes or central threads to our prayer requests? If most are asking 
for guidance in relationships with their spouse, friend, co-worker or children then a 
study that focuses on those areas might be needed.  If the group expresses 
struggles that deal with forgiving others or another common life matter then choose 
a study that deals with the specific relational area.  

  
2. What are the recurring questions that come up during our discussion time? There 

might be a theological truth that you need to study in order to answer those 
questions. Who is the Holy Spirit?  Why do bad things happen to good people? If 
God is more powerful than Satan, why does it seem that Satan is winning this war? 
Where do we need to give our time, talents or finances? Take note of your group 
discussions, listen to the Holy Spirit and discern what he is saying to your group. 

 

3. What are the strengths in your group dynamic? Which ones do we need to celebrate 
and which ones need to be enhanced? What level of intimacy do you share as a 
group? Prayer requests, or personal struggles, confessed sin? Is everyone spending 
quality time in God’s word? Are people actively serving at church? When was the 
last time you prayed for or invited an unbeliever to your group? What does worship 
look like in your group? 



4. What is God saying to us in our individual times with Him? Do our individual times 
with Jesus influence or speak into our group needs?  What questions or insights 
result from my times in the word? Do we as a group discuss what we are learning 
from God’s word? How do those insights potentially affect our group?  

 

These are difficult questions to answer, but ones that will lead your group on the path 
towards maturity and a deeper love for Jesus and each other. That is why we have 
leaders to come alongside you and help you discern what God is saying so you can 
answer the “what should we study next?” question. Your Life Group Coach would love 
to walk with you in this process. Give them a call or shoot them an email and allow them 
the privilege of coming alongside you to seek God’s next steps for your group. 
 


