
Week 5
THE MISSION IS GREATER!

DAY 1
R E A D
Luke 19:1-10| “Jesus entered Jericho and made his way through the town. There was a man there named
Zacchaeus. He was the chief tax collector in the region, and he had become very rich. He tried to get a
look at Jesus, but he was too short to see over the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig
tree beside the road, for Jesus was going to pass that way.  When Jesus came by, he looked up at
Zacchaeus and called him by name. “Zacchaeus!” he said. “Quick, come down! I must be a guest in your
home today.” Zacchaeus quickly climbed down and took Jesus to his house in great excitement and joy.
But the people were displeased. “He has gone to be the guest of a notorious sinner,” they grumbled.
Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood before the Lord and said, “I will give half my wealth to the poor, Lord, and
if I have cheated people on their taxes, I will give them back four times as much!” Jesus responded,
“Salvation has come to this home today, for this man has shown himself to be a true son of Abraham. For
the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.”

R E F L E C T  |  R E S P O N D
1. Who are the characters in this story?  With whom do you most identify?
2. How do you imagine Zacchaeus heard the last sentence in this passage?  How did the others hear

this verse?
3. How do you hear this verse?
4. What does it mean for you to be invited onto this mission?

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

DAY 2
R E A D
Luke 19:11-27| “The crowd was listening to everything Jesus said. And because he was nearing
Jerusalem, he told them a story to correct the impression that the Kingdom of God would begin right
away. He said, “A nobleman was called away to a distant empire to be crowned king and then return.
Before he left, he called together ten of his servants and divided among them ten pounds of silver, saying,
‘Invest this for me while I am gone.’ But his people hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We
do not want him to be our king.’ “After he was crowned king, he returned and called in the servants to
whom he had given the money. He wanted to find out what their profits were. The first servant reported,
‘Master, I invested your money and made ten times the original amount!’ “‘Well done!’ the king
exclaimed. ‘You are a good servant. You have been faithful with the little I entrusted to you, so you will be
governor of ten cities as your reward.’ “The next servant reported, ‘Master, I invested your money and
made five times the original amount.’ “‘Well done!’ the king said. ‘You will be governor over five cities.’
“But the third servant brought back only the original amount of money and said, ‘Master, I hid your
money and kept it safe. I was afraid because you are a hard man to deal with, taking what isn’t yours and
harvesting crops you didn’t plant.” “‘You wicked servant!’ the king roared. ‘Your own words condemn
you. If you knew that I’m a hard man who takes what isn’t mine and harvests crops I didn’t plant, why
didn’t you deposit my money in the bank? At least I could have gotten some interest on it.’ “Then, turning
to the others standing nearby, the king ordered, ‘Take the money from this servant, and give it to the one
who has ten pounds.’ “‘But, master,’ they said, ‘he already has ten pounds!’ “‘Yes,’ the king replied, ‘and
to those who use well what they are given, even more will be given. But from those who do nothing, even
what little they have will be taken away. And as for these enemies of mine who didn’t want me to be their
king—bring them in and execute them right here in front of me.’”



R E F L E C T  |  R E S P O N D
1. What are some things you notice about this parable?
2. How is this parable tied to the Zacchaeus story?
3. Each servant is given the same amount of money to begin with, but the servants have different

returns on their money.  What could account for those differences?
4. What ‘pound of silver’ have you been given that could be invested for kingdom gain?

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

DAY 3
R E A D
Luke 19:37-44| “When he reached the place where the road started down the Mount of Olives, all of his
followers began to shout and sing as they walked along, praising God for all the wonderful miracles they
had seen. “Blessings on the King who comes in the name of the Lord!  Peace in heaven, and glory in
highest heaven!” But some of the Pharisees among the crowd said, “Teacher, rebuke your followers for
saying things like that!” He replied, “If they kept quiet, the stones along the road would burst into
cheers!” But as he came closer to Jerusalem and saw the city ahead, he began to weep. “How I wish
today that you of all people would understand the way to peace. But now it is too late, and peace is
hidden from your eyes. Before long your enemies will build ramparts against your walls and encircle you
and close in on you from every side. They will crush you into the ground, and your children with you.
Your enemies will not leave a single stone in place, because you did not recognize it when God visited
you.”

R E F L E C T  |  R E S P O N D
1. Jesus is coming to the completion of his earthly mission.  How do you describe the emotions of

this passage?
2. How do the people in Jerusalem respond to Jesus on this day?  How does Jesus respond to the city

of Jerusalem?
3. What does it look like to bring our perspective of our city into alignment with God’s perspective?
4. What needs to happen in our hearts and minds?
5. Pray for the Holy Spirit to open your eyes to see your city the way God sees your city.

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

DAY 4
R E A D
Luke 19:41| “But as he came closer to Jerusalem and saw the city ahead, he began to weep.”
R E F L E C T  |  R E S P O N D

1. What are some things that would make Jesus weep over the city?
2. What are some things that trouble you, and make you weep over your city?
3. How often do you find yourself responding emotionally to your city?
4. How does this entrance to Jerusalem provide motivation for Jesus to fulfill his mission?
5. What motivates you to fulfill your mission relative to your city?

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

DAY 5
R E A D
Luke 4:14-21 | “Then Jesus returned to Galilee, filled with the Holy Spirit’s power. Reports about him
spread quickly through the whole region. He taught regularly in their synagogues and was praised by
everyone. When he came to the village of Nazareth, his boyhood home, he went as usual to the synagogue
on the Sabbath and stood up to read the Scriptures. The scroll of Isaiah the prophet was handed to him.
He unrolled the scroll and found the place where this was written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for
he has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be
released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set free, and that the time of the Lord’s favor



has come.” He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the attendant, and sat down. All eyes in the
synagogue looked at him intently. Then he began to speak to them. “The Scripture you’ve just heard has
been fulfilled this very day!”

R E F L E C T  |  R E S P O N D
1. Jesus takes this opportunity to introduce his ministry in Old Testament terms.  What are some of

the hallmarks of his ministry according to Isaiah 61:1-2?
2. What would be some modern-day applications of this prophetic call in our cities today?
3. As we share in Jesus’ mission, what does it look like for us to ‘preach good news, proclaim

freedom, release the oppressed?’
4. When have you seen the scripture being “fulfilled this very day?”

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

DAY 6
R E A D
Hebrews 12:1-2 |“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of
faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let
us run with endurance the race God has set before us. We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the
champion who initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross,
disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor beside God’s throne.”

R E F L E C T  |  R E S P O N D
1. What are some of the motivations the writer of Hebrews gives us to ‘run with endurance?’
2. Who are some in the crowd of witnesses cheering you on personally?
3. What are some of the weights you may need to strip off?
4. What does it look like for you to ‘keep your eyes on Jesus’ every day?  What are some specifics

that help you see Jesus more clearly?
5. What are some things you can do today that imitate Jesus’ ministry in your life, in your family, in

your community?


