
Week 6
SERVICE

DAY 1
R E A D
Let’s face it, life can be very challenging. We have pressures coming at us from every angle. Jesus'
brother, James, gives us a very counterintuitive response to all of life’s difficulties. James 1:2-4: “Dear
brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy.
For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. So let it grow, for
when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing.”

R E F L E C T
1. What current challenges are you facing that are testing your faith?
2. How challenging is it to be full of joy when life gets difficult? What does James say are the

positive results of being full of joy during life’s difficulties?
3. How does knowing you have the Holy Spirit living in you give you confidence when life gets

tough?
4. What other observations do I have from the text?

R E S P O N D
1. What do I believe the Holy Spirit is saying to me? (Remember he isn’t condemning you though

he might be convicting you of a particular sin and/or life area).
2. What personal changes and specific steps will I take to make this truth part of my life?
3. With whom will I discuss this? (A person to connect with and keep me accountable)

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

DAY 2
R E A D
The word “service” or “servant” can be a very challenging word for us. Thoughts and images of this word
can project all sorts of uncomfortable feelings. Scripture defines it in very different ways than we are
accustomed to here in America. Descriptors like worship, self-sacrifice, putting others first, loving others,
encouraging others, and more, portray a sense of greatness and not something demeaning or “less than.”
Mark 10:42-45: “So Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers in this world lord it
over their people, and officials flaunt their authority over those under them. But among you it will be
different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first
among you must be the slave of everyone else. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve
others and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Jesus not only teaches us to serve, he frequently
modeled it for us. (See John 13:5-17).

R E F L E C T
1. What person comes to mind when you think of greatness?
2. What thoughts come to mind when you read about the topic of service?
3. Why is service so important for our spiritual growth?
4. What other observations do I have from the text?

R E S P O N D
1. What personal changes do I need to make in my life to reflect how Jesus defines greatness?
2. What Canvas ministry team will I join to serve? Go to canvas.church/serve to look at options

and the form to sign up.



3. With whom will I discuss this? (A person to connect with and keep me accountable)

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

DAY 3
R E A D
If we desire to keep our Christian faith simple: love God and love others! We complicate things when we
go outside of those parameters. The Apostle John tells us in 1 John 3:23-24: “And this is his
commandment: We must believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as he
commanded us. Those who obey God’s commandments remain in fellowship with him, and he with them.
And we know he lives in us because the Spirit he gave us lives in us.” To believe is more than mere words,
there is action involved. I can tell someone I love them 1000 times a day, but if my actions do not follow
my words, my words are meaningless.

R E F L E C T
1. How do I show Jesus that I believe in him? What does that look like in my life?
2. How do I define “obedience”?
3. How does my obedience affect my relationship with God and others?
4. What other observations do I have from the text?

R E S P O N D
1. What is one area in my life where I can be more obedient? How will you achieve this?
2. What specific changes will I  make so my life reflects that I am a follower of Jesus?
3. With whom will I discuss this? (A person to connect with and keep me accountable)

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

DAY 4
R E A D
Here is a passage of Scripture that provokes both conviction and a challenge to what we believe with our
feet. James 2:14-17: “What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t show it
by your actions? Can that kind of faith save anyone? Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food
or clothing, and you say, “Good-bye and have a good day; stay warm and eat well”—but then you don’t
give that person any food or clothing. What good does that do?” So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough.
Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and useless.

R E F L E C T
1. What do you think is James’ point in this passage? How does it appear contradictory?
2. What do you think is the difference between “faith and works”? How are they related to each

other?
3. How do “works” relate to an act of worship through loving and serving others?
4. What other observations do I have from the text?

R E S P O N D
1. How will I honor God as a result of this passage of Scripture?
2. Where or to whom could I exercise an act of kindness? What will I do? Be specific.
3. With whom will I discuss this? (A person to connect with and keep me accountable)

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

DAY 5
R E A D
It is often easy for us to cut corners, do things just close enough to the line of “good” that we feel a sense
that our integrity wasn’t tarnished. It is easy for us to drift when we have removed the guardrails of God’s
truth that keep us moving forward. Paul provides us with strong reminders of who we are in Christ and



how we are to live daily in Colossians 3:17: “And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the Father.” Paul later in the chapter “ups the ante” leaving
us no other option if we desire to honor Jesus with every aspect of our lives. Colossians 3:23-24: “Work
willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for people. Remember
that the Lord will give you an inheritance as your reward, and that the Master you are serving is Christ..”

R E F L E C T
1. How does my life reflect and represent Jesus? How frequently do I give thanks to God?
2. What is my heart attitude at work, school, or home? Am I a complainer or do I do my work with

gratitude as unto the Lord?
3. What other observations do I have from the text?
4. Memorize and reflect upon these two passages so they help me grow in serving Christ.

R E S P O N D
1. What is one area this week I can change how I perform at my job, at school or  at home?
2. What is one change I will make this week to be a better representative of Jesus? Be specific.
3. With whom will I discuss this? (A person to connect with and keep me accountable)


